
Armstrong, Alan.  Whittington. 
Whittington appears at a rundown 
barnyard plagued by rats and restores 
harmony while telling his ancestor’s story. 
 
Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks.   
While vacationing with their widowed 
father in the Berkshire Mountains, four 
lovable sisters share adventures with a 
local boy, much to the dismay of his 
snobbish mother. 
 
Burleigh, Robert.  Langston’s Train Ride. 
Langston’s job as a poet is described in 
his poem called “The Negro Speaks of 
Rivers.” 
 
Carbone, Elisa.  Blood on the River:  James 
Town in 1607.   
Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the 
page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-
old orphan Samuel Collier settles in the 
new colony of James Town, where he 
must quickly learn to distinguish between 
friend and foe. 
 
Clements, Andrew.  Room One. 
Ted Hammond, the only sixth grader in his 
small Nebraska town's one-room 
schoolhouse, searches for clues to the 
disappearance of a homeless family. 
 
Glaser, Linda.  Bridge to America.   
Fivel tells the story of his family’s 
deplorable life in Poland, crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean to become an immigrant in 
America, and then becoming an American. 
 
 
 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Double 
Identity. 
Thirteen-year-old Bethany's parents have 
always been overprotective, but when 
they suddenly drop out of sight with no 
explanation, leaving her with an aunt she 
never knew existed, Bethany uncovers 
shocking secrets that make her question 
everything she thought she knew about 
herself and her family. 
 
Harley, Bill. The Amazing Flight of 
Darius Frobisher. 
When his adventurous father disappears 
during a hot-air balloon flight, ten-year-
old Darius is torn away from his beloved 
housekeeper and sent to live with an 
obnoxious aunt until a strange bicycle 
repairman with a secret changes his life. 
 
Kehret, Peg.  Trapped.   
When his owner, Alex, finds an illegal 
animal trap in the woods, Pete the cat 
faces grave danger as he tries to help his 
human friends find the culprit who set the 
trap. 
 
Kladstrup, Kristin.  The Book of Story 
Beginnings.   
After moving with her parents to Iowa, 
twelve-year-old Lucy discovers a 
mysterious notebook that can bring 
stories to life and which has a link to the 
1914 disappearance of her great uncle. 
 
Lord, Cynthia.  Rules.   
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, 
twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a 
normal existence but her world is further 
complicated by a friendship with a young 
paraplegic. 

Lubar, David.  Punished.   
Logan accidentally crashes into a 
professor and receives a magical 
punishment.  To end his punishment,  
he must complete three quests. 
 
Lupica, Mike.  Heat.   
Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on 
the run from social services after being 
banned from playing Little League 
baseball because rival coaches doubt  
he is only twelve years old and he has 
no parents to offer them proof. 
 
Martin, Ann M.  A Dog’s Life:  The 
Autobiography of a Stray.   
Squirrel, a stray puppy, tells her life  
story, from her nurturing mother and 
brother to making her own way in the 
world, facing busy highways, 
 changing seasons, and humans both 
gentle and brutal. 
 
Mitchell, Elizabeth.  Journey to the 
Bottomless Pit:  The Story of  
Stephen Bishop and Mammoth 
Cave.   
In 1838, as the nation struggles with 
issues of slavery, seventeen-year-old 
Stephen Bishop serves his master as a 
guide in Kentucky's Mammoth Cave  
and spends his free time exploring 
and discovering new passages and  
rooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Napoli, Donna Jo.  Ugly.   
Ugly is a duck on his own except for a 
few friends, and he must find his own 
identity. 
 
Robinson, Sharon.  Safe at Home.   
After the death of his father, Elijah Breeze, 
a 10-year-old African American boy, 
moves back to New York City with his 
mother and attends a summer baseball 
camp as he tries to make new friends and 
adapt to urban ways. 
 
Rodowsky, Colby.  The Next-Door Dogs.   
Although terrified of dogs, nine-year-old 
Sara forces herself to face a Labrador 
retriever and a Dalmatian when she must 
help her next-door neighbor, who has 
fallen and broken her leg. 
 
Stanley, Diane.  Bella at Midnight.   
A young peasant girl, Belle, learns that she 
is really the daughter of a knight who 
abandoned her years earlier and now 
wants to reclaim her. She is upset when 
she is compelled to leave her kind foster 
family, and soon Belle is victimized by a 
plot that will change her life forever. 
 
Tolan, Stephanie.  Listen! 
During her solitary convalescence from a 
crippling accident, twelve-year-old 
Charley finds a wild dog, and the arduous 
process of training him leads her to 
explore her feelings about her mother's 
death two years earlier. 
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